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Strider has a new habit. Whenever we stop, he places his paw on my foot. It isn't an accident

because he always does it. I like to think he doesn't want to leave me.Can a stray dog change the

life of a teenage boy? It looks as if Strider can. He's a dog that loves to run; because of Strider,

Leigh Botts finds himself running -- well enough to join the school track team. Strider changes Leigh

on the inside, too, as he finally begins to accept his parents' divorce and gets to know a redheaded

girl he's been admiring. With Strider's help, Leigh finds that the future he once hated to be asked

about now holds something he never expected: hope.

Lexile Measure: 840 (What's this?)

Paperback: 176 pages

Publisher: HarperCollins; Reissue edition (August 8, 2000)

Language: English

ISBN-10: 0380712369

ISBN-13: 978-0380712366

Product Dimensions:  5.1 x 0.4 x 7.6 inches

Shipping Weight: 4.8 ounces (View shipping rates and policies)

Average Customer Review:  4.3 out of 5 starsÂ Â See all reviewsÂ (44 customer reviews)

Best Sellers Rank: #291,677 in Books (See Top 100 in Books)   #176 inÂ Books > Children's Books

> Growing Up & Facts of Life > Family Life > Marriage & Divorce   #1499 inÂ Books > Children's

Books > Animals > Dogs   #4329 inÂ Books > Children's Books > Growing Up & Facts of Life >

Friendship, Social Skills & School Life > Friendship

Age Range: 8 - 12 years

Grade Level: 4 - 7

I think that "Strider" is an excellent book, because the author, Beverly Cleary, uses very vivd

examples, and it is so easy to picture i in your head. All of the events that take place in this book are

very descriptive; you can't stop from imagining them in your head. The personalities of the

characters were very easy to picture. I even could think of some people I know that could represent

dome of the characters in the book. Another reason why I liked this book is because it has a good

story to go along with it. It just leaves you hanging at the end of each chapter, and makes you never

want to put it down. You'll be amzed of how much you read this book; because you don't realize



how long you've been reading. You get so invovled in the book, that you lose track of time. What

else I like about the book, is that it is exactly written the same way as its first edition, "Dear Mr.

Hensaw." I suggest you read this book, and guarantee that you will never put it down.I think one of

the best parts of the book, is when the main character, Leigh Botts, joins the track team. He joins

mainly for fun, but runs with his dog, Strider, everyday after track practice. He begins getting faster,

and concentrates more and more on a victory at the first meet. After many hours of training, he

finally meets his goal. Then, he decides to try an even more amazing feet. Braking the school

record. Will he do it, or will he get injured and sit out for the rest of the year. To find out, read the

book.I think one of the most vivd story elements in the book, are definantly the characters. Like I

said, they are just so easy to picture. The main character, Leigh, is a young boy who really loves

life.
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